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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A central control system for controlling air conditioners, 
comprising: 

a plurality of air conditioners installed indoors that perform air conditioning operations; 

and 

a central controller that receives a control command to control the plurality of air 
conditioners, that monitors operating states of the controlled air conditioners, that automatically 
schedules control signals corresponding to the control command so that start times for operation 
of each individual ones of the plurality of air conditioners can be adjusted to manage electric 
power consumption whe n due to simultaneously operating the plurality of air conditioners, and 
that outputs the scheduled control signals to the plurality of air conditioners; 

wherein the central controller estimates a total amount of instant electric power 
consumption of consumed by the plurality of air conditioners; and 

based upon whether the total amount of estimated instant electric power exceeds a 
predetermined value an allowable range , the central controller adjusts an operation schedule of 
each of the plurality of air conditioners enabling the start times of each of the plurality of air 
conditioners to differ according to a delay time delay times , the central controller comprising: 

a touch screen-based monitor configured to input the control command through a screen 
touch operation, 

wherein the central controller displays thea control program for controlling operations of 
the air conditioners, the control program being executed so that a timetable in which the an 
operation schedule for the plurality of air conditioners corresponding to a specified period can be 
displayed on the monitor, and the timetable can be input and edited from the monitor, the 
timetable having a number of cells, the control program converting colors of selected cells so 
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that cells selected to input the operation schedule for the plurality of air conditioners can be 
distinguished from non-selected cells, and the selected cells distinguished by the colors can be 
displayed, the control program being further configured to receive the operation schedule of the 
designated air conditioners by dragging and selecting the cells on the monitor. 

17. (Previously Presented) The central control system as set forth in claim 16, 
wherein the air conditioners are connected to an internal network, and the air conditioners are 
assigned different internet protocol addresses so that the air conditioners can be distinguished 
from each other. 

18. (Previously Presented) The central control system as set forth in claim 17, further 
comprising: 

an internet protocol sharer connected to the central controller that performs an integrated 
management operation for the internet protocol addresses assigned to the air conditioners. 

19. (Previously Presented) The central control system as set forth in claim 16, the 
central controller comprising: 

a control program execution module that receives the control command and executes a 
control program so that information of the operating states can be output in response to the 
control command; 

a manager module that transmits the control command input through the control program 
to the plurality of air conditioners, that monitors operating states of the controlled air 
conditioners, and that manages a time schedule of the control signals to be output to the plurality 
of air conditioners so that time intervals between operation of the plurality of air conditioners 
can be adjusted; and 

a global manager module that globally controls the manager module. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The central control system as set forth in claim 19, the 
manager module comprising: 

a monitoring manager that communicates data with the plurality of air conditioners and 
that monitors the operating states of the controlled air conditioners; 

a schedule manager that generates a time schedule according to the control command 
input through the control program; and 

a power manager that adjusts time intervals between operations of the plurality of air 
conditioners. 

21. (Previously Presented) The central control system as set forth in claim 20, the 
manager module further comprising: 

a client manager that provides a web page so that the control command can be input and 
the operating states of the controlled air conditioners can be monitored by a remote controller 
coupled to the central controller through the internet network. 

22. (Previously Presented) The central control system as set forth in claim 20, 
wherein the schedule manager is connected to a database, and reads the control command input 
through the control program and state data from the database. 

23-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a plurality of air conditioners in a 
central control system, comprising: 
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transmitting, to the plurality of air conditioners, an operation schedule and a control 
command input through a central controller capable of performing central control operations for 
the plurality of air conditioners, and simultaneously monitoring operating states of the plurality 
of air conditioners; 

generating control signals so that the plurality of air conditioners can be operated in 
response to the operation schedule and the control command input at the transmitting; and 

adjusting start times for operation of each of the plurality of air conditioners to manage 
electric power consumption; 

wherein inputting the operation schedule for the plurality of air conditioners comprises: 
displaying a timetable having a plurality of cells on a touch screen based monitor of the central 
controller; 

receiving the operation schedule by dragging and selecting the cells on the monitor; 
displaying the selected cells on the monitor to define the operation schedule, the timetable being 
inputable in put-able and editable from the monitor; 

displaying the selected cells with colors different from non-selected cells, and 

adjusting an operation schedule of each of the plurality of air conditioners to enable the 
start times of each of the plurality of air conditioners to differ according to a delay time, based 
upon whether a an estimated total amount of instant electric power consumed by the plurality of 
air conditioners exceeds a predetermined value an allowable range . 

28. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 27, the transmitting 
comprising: 

sensing a control request from a remote controller for inputting control command data to 
the plurality of air conditioners through an internet network; 

storing the control command data input by the remote controller in the database of the 
central controller; and 
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transmitting the control command data stored in the database to the plurality of air 
conditioners and monitoring operating states of the plurality of air conditioners. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 27, wherein the dragging 
comprises: 

determining whether cells have been touched and selected; 

ascertaining whether an operating mode is a schedule editing mode when the cells have 
been touched and selected; 

releasing the operation schedule associated with previously selected cells when the 
operating mode is the schedule editing mode; and 

repeating the determining, ascertaining and releasing when no previously selected cells 

exist. 
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